
Issue 4 Montera Middle  School Friday, April 21, 2017

`````````

Good things happen in class! �1

TORO     TIMES 
|  The Montera Middle School Newspaper, by the students for the students! |  

a public input meeting before 
making their final decision. 
Many students at Montera were 
aware of this meeting through 
flyers, announcements, and 
social media posts. On 
Wednesday night, students, 
families, and Oakland 
community members 
responded and the public input 
meeting was voted on. Special 
shoutout to Montera students, 
Grace Gulli, Sophia Bertoldo, 
Maxwell Stern, Tyler Hunter, 
Ellie Richardson, Sabrina 
Boerner, Issac Frierman and 
Reilly Schweickert who 
attended the meeting. What can 
you do now? AC Transit voted 
last Wednesday to host a public 
input meeting, to hear your 
voice! Please attend with your 
families and friends on May 
4th at 6 at City Hall. It’s up to 
the students to be advocates for 
your buses! Step up, take 
action, let your voice be heard!
   

Diversity Day Field 
Trip Last Week  

By: Silvia Kambouridis, Siena 
Killpatrick & Dasha Wohlfarth 

Montera’s QSA (Queer 
Straight Alliance) attended a 
field trip/club gathering last 
Thursday, the 13th. Many QSA 
clubs from OUSD gathered at 
Preservation Park in 
Downtown Oakland. Nine 
students from Montera were 
there, along with Ms. Amanda, 
one of our school’s counselors. 
Why is QSA so great? Well, to 
start, it is a safe space for 
people of the LGBTQ+ 
community. (continued page 2)

By: Grace Gulli & Maxwell Stern  

What would you do if you heard 
that OUSD has payed AC Transit 
a total of fifty million dollars 
while no other private, charter, or 
other school district in the East 
Bay has payed a cent? Well, 
believe it or not, this fact is true! 
When OUSD finally figured out 
what was happening, OUSD 
decided to stop paying for bus 
lines directly to Oakland schools 
like Montera and Skyline. Due to 
Montera and Skyline’s unique 
location in the Oakland Hills, the 
seventeen bus lines that serve the 
schools, take roughly 1600 
students to and from school and 
cost roughly three million dollars. 
While it may be understandable 
that AC Transit doesn’t want to 
fund our bus lines because it is 
expensive, OUSD cannot continue 
to waste money on transportation 
that is not being spent in our 
classrooms. AC Transit has the 
opportunity to help community 
members, families and Oakland 
students out and it's the right thing 
to do. Last Wednesday, AC Transit 
hosted a board meeting on 
whether or not to have 

of suicide bombings. Earlier this 
year, the Syrian government 
launched a chemical attack on its 
innocent civilians. In response to 
this attack, Trump fired missiles at 
Syria and sent four hundred US 
Marines and Army Rangers to 
combat ISIS. Now it’s up to 
President Trump and how he will 
respond. “I don’t like Assad at all. 
But Assad is killing ISIS, Russia 
is killing ISIS and Iran is killing 
ISIS.” Trump said and now his 
priority is no longer taking Assad 
out but taking out ISIS.  

Letter From the Editors
Thank y’all so much for picking up 
this week's issue of the Toro Times. 
We hope all of you had a great 
spring break! It’s absolutely the 
greatest thing in the world to take a 
break from all of these stressful 
subjects in school and clear your 
brain. We hope to show y’all that 
the Toro Times has done just that, 
we took a week off, just like you, 
and have come back calmer, cooler, 
and more collected. Well, scratch 
the second one. Anyway, hope you 
enjoy this issue!  
- Editors: Grace Gulli, Morgan 

Stone & Silvia Kambouridis 

U.S. Strikes Syria  
By: Yacine Seck and Linda Velazquez 

Have you heard of President 
Trump’s latest attack on ISIS? 
There has been a war between the 
Assad regime and the rebels for 
almost six years now. The U.S plays 
a part because they are aiding the 
rebels and Russia is aiding the 
Assad regime. How it started? It all 
started when some teenagers 
painted anti-regime messages on a 
school wall and were arrested and 
tortured for it. People began 
demanding that President Assad 
resign his position and in response 
the government used force to put it 
down. Since then more than 
250,000 people have been killed. 
Both sides, rebels and the regime 
have committed various crimes 
from murder to rape. But there is 
another side, ISIS. ISIS is a terrorist 
group led by Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi 
though as the civil war continued its 
involvement was indirect. However 
ISIS is a big threat to the US. An 
example of why ISIS is a threat is 
because of their use
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8th Grade Gender 
Studies Week Sudukos! 

5th Marking 
Period Survey 

By: Yacine Seck and Stella Cardoso 

Today marks the end of the 5th 
marking period which means one 
step closer to summer!  This 
marking period was broken up by 
spring break, with four weeks 
before and two weeks after. Some 
students had a significant amount 
homework over the break while 
others had none. We were curious 
as to how many students learned 
this marking period so, the Toro 
Times did a quick survey around 
campus. We surveyed all three 
grades to get a consensus on the 
whole school.  

Newspaper Team! 
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By: Maxwell Stern  

Last week, 8th Graders had a 
Gender Studies Week, which went 
into depth about gender stereotypes. 
Students learned how one another 
are affected by these unrealistic 
expectations set in place by the 
media and what they can do to 
change it. On Monday and Tuesday, 
students watched the Mask You Live 
In, which discussed what it means 
to be a man and masculinity and 
Miss Representation which went 
into detail about the effects of the 
media on young girls. Students then 
discussed with peers who identified 
as the same gender, if they have had 
similar experiences with gender 
stereotypes. On Thursday, students 
talked about the masks they put on 
at school and what is really behind 
that mask. Behind the mask, many 
students talked about pain, anger 
and the frustrations that they don’t 
allow others to see. On Friday, 8th 
Graders talked about how they can 
create a safer space at Montera 
where people can take off their 
masks and be themselves. Former 
teacher, Ms. LaMatte, who taught 
the Gender Studies Week said, “I 
hope the impact is that people begin 
to look critically at the media they 
look at everyday, have a better 
understanding that we all have pain 
underneath and chose to do one 
thing to improve our school.” 

Want to keep all your 
memories at Montera? 

Buy a yearbook!  
Yearbooks are on sale every Friday 
for only $35 in the MUR. Bring 
cash or a check. Last day to buy 
yearbooks is 
May 5th. Talk 
to Mr. Kevin 
(P9) for more 
info! 8th 
Graders will 
vote today on favorites (best smile 
etc.) during 5th period!   

By: Silvia  Kambouridis 

Instructions: Symbol in front of 
number is procedure to use. 
Number is outcome. Eg. “-3” 
means the amount of #s in that bold 
box will, when subtracted from 
each other, equal 3. In every row 
and column, there is only one of 
each number: 1,2,3, and 4. 

Diversity Day Field 
Trip (continued)  

It’s also a place where you can go 
to get support on any problems. It’s 
a very open space. There were 
many workshops, social time, and 
performances. Towards the 
beginning, Spoken Word poets read 
poems to the community. Later on, 
there were workshops. Some of the 
workshops included poster making, 
improv, discussions about gender 
studies, coming out, how to lead 
your QSA/GSA, and filmmaking. 
 After, there was social time where 
people got to know each other, and 
there was even a photo booth.  “It 
was really cool to meet other 
people from the queer community, 
and allies” said Siena Killpatrick, a 
7th grader and QSA member. They 
also gave away an assortment of 
free things. These included some 
books: Drama, The Misfits, Being 
Jazz, and Stonewall. Along with 
give away bags, T shirts, awesome 
pins, and leighs. This ended up 
being a very educational and fun 
field trip, full of rainbows for the 
Montera QSA.  This is an annual 
event that will welcome newcomers 
every year because in QSA 
everyone is welcome.


